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MCI Telecommunications Corporation, by counsel, pursuant to section 1.429 of the

Federal Communications Commission's (Commission's) rules and regulations, 47 U.S.C. §

1.429, hereby submits these reply comments in the above-referenced proceeding.

The Commission asked for parties to refresh the record as to their position regarding the

allocation of vanity numbers in the 888 service access code (SAC), as well as in future SACs.

MCI herein responds to the comments ofother parties on the following issues: (1) right of first

refusal in SACs beyond 888; (2) trade name association with replicable numbers;

and (3) exclusive personal and pager numbers SACs.

I. RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL SHOULD EXTEND BEYOND 888

US West Communications, Inc. (US West), Communication Venture Services, Inc.

(CVS), and Sprint Communication Company. L.P. (Sprint) urge the Commission to hold that the

right of first refusal should apply only to the first 888 SAC, and not to future SACs.! MCI

opposes limitations on replication rights. Replication of numbers in future SACs decreases

customer confusion, and the chances that end-users will misdial numbers when they remember
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I See Further Comments ofUS West, p. 4; Comments ofCVS, p. 1; Comments of Sprint
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the vanity portion of the toll free number, but are unaware of the co-existence ofthe two SACs.

Without the ability to replicate vanity numbers in future SACs, this pattern will continue

throughout the release of future SACs. Allowing replication will reduce misdialed number costs,

and allow businesses to prepare and implement marketing plans without fear ofbusiness losses

due to customer confusion.

II. THERE SHOULD BE NO TRADE NAME LIMITATION ON VANITY NUMBERS

CVS argues that number replication should apply only to entities with "trade names

protecable outside the scope ofnumbering, and which trade name is contained wholly within the

number desired."z CVS elaborates that a vanity number that is a generic term is not entitled to

the same treatment as a vanity number that is not a generic tenn.3 Such a limitation on

replication completely disregards the business reality that toll free numbers often correspond to

products sold by a company, and not to the name ofthe company itself. Such numbers should

not be treated differently than any other vanity numbers. Further, the value of a vanity number is

not based on the generic nature of the word used, but on its successful marketing, which uses a

memorable and easily recognizable generic word to represent the product. As such, those

numbers are entitled to as much protection as numbers that wholly contain company names.

ZComments of CVS, p.l.
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III. PAGER AND PERSONAL TOLL FREE NUMBERS SHOULD NOT BE
SEPARATED FROM THE GENERAL POOL

New England 800 Compant and ICB, Inc.,5 propose that all future personal and pager

numbers be assigned a separate SAC, and that all personal and pager numbers currently in use be

reassigned to that SAC in order to make available space for business use.6 Since many toll free

numbers in existing SACs currently correspond to pagers, it is impractical to assign all the of the

pager numbers to a SAC that will exhaust as soon as it is opened. The Commission should also

reject this proposal because of the confusion that would be experienced by individuals, and the

persons that call them, who have used the same number for many years.

WHEREFORE for the forgoing reasons, MCI requests that the Commission: (1) allow

future replication rights beyond the 888 SAC, (2) allow replication for toll free numbers

containing generic terms and; (3) decline to assign personal and pager numbers to a separate

SAC.

Respectfully submitted,

MCI TELECOMMUNICATIONS

~CORPORATION

~ hQ. ro6A5 /SY
Donna M. Roberts
MCI Telecommunications Corporation
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 887-2017

4 See Comments ofNew England 800 Company, p. 2

5 See Further Comments ofICB, Inc. p. 7

6MCI responds to these parties'comments with the understanding that they are limited to
personal and pager numbers that are also vanity numbers.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, John E. Ferguson III, do hereby certify that copies ofthe foregoing Reply Comments

of MCI in the Matter ofToll Free Service Access Codes were sent, on this 28th day of July,

1997, via first-class mail, postage pre-paid, to the following:

Regina Keeney
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 500
Washington, DC 20554

Kathleen Levitz
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 500
Washington, DC 20554

ITS
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 246
Washington, DC 20554

Genevieve Morelli
Competitive Telecommunications Assoc.
1140 Connecticut Avenue., N.W.
Suite 420
Washington, DC 20036

Susan Drombetta
Scherers Communications Group, Inc.
575 Scherers Court
Worthington, OH 43085

Ian D. Volner
N. Frank Wiggins
Venable, Baetjer, Howard & Civiletti, LLP
1201 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20005

Christopher G. McGann
1-800-FLOWERS
1699 Steward Avenue
Westbury, NY 11590

Roy L. Morris
Allnet Communications Services, Inc.
1990 M Street, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Albert Halprin
Melanie Haratunian
Halprin, Temple, Goodman & Sugrue
1100 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 650 East Tower
Washington, DC 20554

Gary L. Phillips
Ameritech
1401 H Street, N.W.
Suite 1020
Washington, DC 20005



Robert L. Lynch
Durward D. Dupre
1. Paul Walters, Jr.
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co.
One Bell Center, Room 3520
St. Louis, MO 63101

Eugene J. Baldrate
The Southern New England Telephone Co.
227 Church Street
New Haven, CT 06510

Judith St. Ledger-Roty
Lee A. Rau
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay
Counsel for Paging Network
1301 K Steet, NW, Suite 1100 East Tower
Washington, DC 20005

Gregory L. Cannon
US West Communications, Inc.
1020 19th Street, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Lucille M. Mates
Sarah Rubenstein
Pacific Bell and Nevada Bell
140 New Montgomery Street
Room 1522A
San Francisco, CA 94105

James L. Wurtz
Margaret E. Garber
Pacific Bell and Nevada Bell
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004

Carl W. Northrop
Bryan Cave LLP
Counsel for Airtouch Paging
700 Thirteenth Street, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, DC 20005

Mark Stachiw
AirTouch Paging
Three Forest Plaza
12221 Merit Drive, Suite 800
Dallas, TX 75251

David R. Poe
Leboeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae, LLP
Attorneys for Time Warner
1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20009

Colleen L. Boothby
Laura F.H. McDonald
Levine, Blaszak, Block & Boothby
Counsel for 800 Users Coalition
1300 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Mary McDermott
Linda Kent
Charles D. Cosson
United States Telephone Association
1401 H Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005

D. Kelly Daniels
Bradley W. Prentiss
Telco Planning, Inc.
808 The Pittock Block
821 S.W. Washington Street
Portland, OR 97205

M. Robert Sutherland
Richard M. Sbaratta, Helen A. Shockley
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
4300 Southern Bell Center
675 West Peachtree Street, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30375
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Andrew D. Lipman
Russell M. Blau
Swidler & Berlin, Chartered
Counsel for MFS Communications
3000 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20007

Catherine Wang
William B. Wilhelm, Jr.
Swidler & Berlin, Chartered
Counsel for Enterprise Rent-A-Car, Inc.
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007

Edwin N. Lavergne
Darren L. Nunn
Ginsburg, Feldman and Bress, Chartered
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Jeffrey D. Knowles
Gary D. Hailey
Venable, Baetjer, Howard & Civiletti
Counsel for NIMA Int'l
1201 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Gregory M. Casey
Victoria A. Schlesinger
Telemation International, Inc.
6707 Democracy Blvd.
Suite 800
Bethesda, MD 20817

Charles H. Helein
Helein & Associates
8180 Greensboro Drive, Suite 700
McLean, VA 22102

Cheryl A. Tritt
Joan E. Neal
Morrison & Foerster
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 5500
Washington, DC 20006

J. Kristen Liesemer
Unitel Communications Inc.
200 Wellington Street West
Toronto, Ontario MSV 3G2
Canada

Glenn B. Manishin
Christy C. Kunin
Blumenfeld & Cohen
Counsel for Nextlink, Inc.
1615 M Street, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Michael Zivich
Spiegel, Inc.
800 Pasquinelli Drive
Westmont,IL 60559

William Rassman, MD
New Hair Institute
9911 W. Pico Blvd., Suite 301
Los Angeles, CA 90035

Glen A. Payne
Invesco Funds Group, Inc.
7800 East Union Avenue
Denver, CO 80237

Wayne C. Rapp
Crestar Bank
7818 Parham Road
Richmond, VA 23294
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Gail M. Meyer
Olsten Corporation
175 Broad Hollow Road
Melville, NY 11747-8905

Joel DeFabio, Esq.
2121 Ponce DeLeon Blvd.
Coral Gables, FL 33134

Robert M. Schwimer
1-800-BEARGRAM
c/o SISCO
1390 Richmond Terrace
Staten Island, NY 10310

Glen S. Richards
Fisher, Wayland, Cooper, Leader &
Zaragoza LLP
Counsel for American Telegram Assoc.
2001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006

Matthew O'Brien
Linda Hamilton
Communications Manager Association
1201 Mt. Kemble Avenue
Morristown, NJ 07960-6628

John V. Kenny
US Strategies Corp.
For Charter Medical Group
1055 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 201
Alexandria, VA 22314

T. Michael Jankowski
Gregory M. Scott
Collier, Shannon, Rill & Scott
3050 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20007

Leon M. Kestenbaum
Jay C. Keithley
Norina T. Moy
Sprint Corporation
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20036

Douglas W. Kinkoph
LCI International, Inc.
8180 Greensboro Drive
Suite 800
McLean, VA 22102

John M. Goodman
Edward D. Young, III
Bell Atlantic Telephone Co.
1133 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Lawrence F. Chesto
Aeronautical Radio, Inc.
2551 Riva Road
Annapolis, MD 21401

Richard S. Whitt
Worldcom, Inc.
d/b/a! LDDS WorldCom
1120 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036

Susan Miller
Alliance for Telecommunications Industry
Solutions
1200 G Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005

William J. Balcerski
NYNEX Telephone Co.
1111 Westchester Avenue
White Plains, NY 10604
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Mark C. Rosenblum
Peter H. Jacoby
Judy Sello
AT&T Corporation
295 North Maple Ave., Room 3244Jl
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Wayne V. Black
C. Douglas Jarrett
Keller and Heckman
1001 G Street, N.W., Suite 500 West
Washington, DC 20001

Emily C. Hewitt, Vincent L. Crivella
Michael J. Ettner, Jody B. Burton
General Services Administration
18th & F Streets, N.W., Room 4002
Washington, DC 20405

GaryV. Pack
Service Merchandise Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 24600
Nashville, TN 37202-4600

Joe D. Edge, Sue W. Bladek
Elizabeth A. Marshall
Drinker, Biddle & Reath
Counsel for Puerto Rico Telephone
901 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 900
Washington, DC 20005

Charles C. Hunter
Kevin S. DiLallo
Hunter & Mow, PC
Counsel for TRA
1620 I Street, N.W., Suite 720
Washington, DC 20006

David J. Gudino
GTE Service Corporation
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036

David Cosson
Pamela Sowar
National Telephone Cooperative Assoc.
2626 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037

Lisa M. Zaina
OPASTCO
21 Dupont Circle, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Rachel J. Rothstein
Deena M. Mistretta
Cable & Wireless, Inc.
8219 Leesburg Pike
Vienna, VA 22182

Joseph Edward Page
4365 Executive Drive
San Diego, CA 92121-2126

Telecompute Corporation
1275 K Street, N.W.
Suite G-9
Washington, DC 20005

Robert J. Keller, P.C.
Attorney for ICB, Inc.
4200 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.
#106-233
Washington, DC 20016-2143

Mark D. Olson
National Association of
Telecommunications End-Users
P.O. Box 268
Covina, CA 91723

Eric Fishman
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC
1300 North 17th Street
11th Floor
Rosslyn, VA 22209
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Nathan C. Hart
Tellnet Communications, Inc.
7611 Ehrlich Road
Tampa, FL 33625

Bill Quimby
Toll Free Referrals, Inc.
P.O. Box 946
Vernon, NJ 07462

Loren C. Stocker, P.E.
Vanity International/SoftLine Studios
2020 Lincoln Park West, Suite 16J
Chicago, IL 60614

**HAND DELIVERED**

6


